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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday 25th May Pupil Free Day – No online Learning 

Tuesday 26th May Students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 return to school 

Tuesday 9th June Students in Grades 3-6 Return to School 

Friday 26th June Last day of Term 2 

Monday 13th July 1st day Term 3 

ARE YOU UP TO DATE? 

The following notices were uploaded on Compass recently for events or excursions that are 
coming up that require payment and/or consent. Please look on compass or contact the office 

if you have missed these. 

Year Level Notice Due Date Cost 

Prep - 2 
Returning to School Tuesday 

26th May 
See Compass for Drop off/Pickup 

Information 

Grades 3-6 Online Learning 

All 3-6 Students should now be involved 
with online learning. Please contact the 

school if you are having trouble with 
logging in. 

Term 2 - Week 6 – 21st May 2020 

Fountain Gate Primary School Newsletter 

7-21 Prospect Hill Road Narre Warren 3805 

Telephone: (03) 9703 1187 

Email: fountain.gate.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.fountaingateps.com 

 

 

Contact us at: 

7-21 Prospect Hill Road Narre Warren 3805 

Telephone: (03) 9703 1187 
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Safety Initiatives at Fountain Gate Primary School 
 
Dear families, next week, we will be putting many safety initiatives in place. 
 
 1. STAY HOME IF YOU ARE ILL  
 This is perhaps the most important action our community can take. Unwell staff and children need to stay home. 
 
2. People onsite Only FGPS staff and students allowed on site. Any contractors that need to come on site will do so 
when there are no students here. Parents will need to communicate by phone. Lunches will not be able to be dropped 
off at the office. Our school is not accessible to the public at any time. If your child is seeing a health professional at 
school, this will continue. 
 
3. Extra cleaning: we will have an extra cleaner who will be here all day. They will be sanitising high traffic areas and 
any spaces that may have had different groups using them. High traffic doors will be propped open when possible. 
 
4. Sanitising: All children and staff will wash or sanitise their hands first thing in the morning, before eating, after 

going to the toilet, before and after going out to play. 
 
5. Social distancing: The Education Department tells us that the main risk of introducing the virus at schools is from 
adults. Strict social distancing will be observed by all staff. Students will also be encouraged to observe appropriate 
social distancing. 
 
6. Separating Grade levels: All grade levels will have separate play areas. These will be rotated regularly. 
Playgrounds will be cleaned at the end of each day. 
 
7. Limited sharing of items for staff and students: There will be limited sharing of items at the school. There is a 

long list of items that can no longer be shared, including drinking taps, pencils, tea and coffee (staff!), crockery and 
cutlery, food, yard duty vests etc. Items such as iPads that need to be shared will be sanitised between users. 
Students and staff will hand sanitise before and after using sports equipment. 
 
8. Additional sickbay: We will have a separate sickbay for any students who have any respiratory symptoms. They 
will be in a separate space whilst waiting to be picked up by parents or carers. This sickbay will be supervised by 
Carolyn, who is a nurse. 
 
9. School Pickup: As you may know, our school pickup procedure has changed. Preps and their siblings will be 
finishing at 3.05, and the rest of the school will be finishing at 3.15. Please see previous Compass posts for details, 
including a video posted on 20th May by Mick Hatfield. Every member of the community can help us keep safe by 
observing strict social distancing when picking up children. 
 
10. Cashless canteen: The canteen will be reopening on the 10th June, and will be using an online payment system. 

There will be no counter sales. More details about this later. 
 
11. Limit extra activities: There will be no excursions, incursions, assemblies, camps, visitors to school, peer 
mediation or any other unnecessary activities that increase the number of contacts each student has. 
 
12. Up to date contact numbers: We will have up to date contact information for every family. Please call and speak 
with the office if your details may have changed. 
  

When your child comes back to school, teachers will run activities that will help them share their experiences, 
challenges and successes. They will monitor the wellbeing of their students and adapt the classroom program to 
match their needs. Children will need to be reassured and re-engaged, but will also need a return to the school 
structures and routines that they are so familiar with. Please be assured that we care deeply about each and every 
one of our students, and will do our utmost to protect their wellbeing, and to provide both life and educational learning 
experiences. 
  
Please call with any questions: 9703 1187 
 

Warm Regards,           

Jenny Duggan      

 

Principal’s Comments 
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A Parent's Guide to Compass 

 

The Compass Parent Portal is an integrated, online portal that allows you to access up-to-date and 
meaningful information about our school and your child's progress. Compass includes many different 
features, including the ability to: 

❖ Monitor your child's attendance, and enter an explanation for absence or lateness 

❖ Communicate with your child's teachers 

❖ Update you family contact information 

❖ View your child's timetable and the school calendar 

❖ Monitor your child's homework and assessment tasks 

❖ Download and view your child's Semester Reports and Progress Reports 

❖ Book Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 

❖ Pay and provide consent for events and school fees 

Please keep in mind that your school may not be using all of the modules indicated in this article, and your 
school may not have turned on access to parents to all functions within the portal.  

Accessing Compass 

Compass is a web-based system that is accessible on any modern web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, 
Chrome and Safari) or by using the Compass iOS or Android apps. Search for 'Compass School Manager' 
in the store. 
 
Every family receives a separate login to Compass, which will be provided to you by the school. If you are 
having trouble finding the Compass link for your school you can go 
to http://schools.compass.edu.au where you can search for and find our schools direct URL. 

Logging in to Compass 

To log in you will require your unique family username and password. These details will be provided to you 
by the school. 
Upon first login, you will be required to change your password and confirm your email address and mobile 
phone number. These details may be used by the school for SMS, password recovery and email 
communication throughout the year. 
 
If you have lost your details or forgotten your password, you can recover your details by clicking the 'Can't 
access your account?' link on the front page. 
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Dear Parents, Guardians & Carers, 

 

Transition Packs have been posted for our Grade 6 Students.  

 If you have not received your pack, please contact Sharon on  
0481 327 526. 
 
It is important you read the information booklet, complete the Application for 

Year 7 Placement 2021 and return to the school by Monday 25th May 2020. You 

can either return the application via post or by dropping into the School’s mail 

box located at the front entrance of the school. 

If you have any queries in relation to the transition process please do not 

hesitate to contact the school on 0481 327 526 or email 

fountain.gate.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

This is an important document to ensure your child gets their first preference 

for Secondary School. Thank you to the parents who have already returned this 

information 

 

 

Kind Regards 

Administration Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fountain.gate.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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To all FGPS families,  

 

Well done on getting through what has been a very difficult time for everyone. The transition to online 

learning has been extraordinary. Now that it is time to gradually return back to face-to-face learning, it is 

important that we consider the mental health of our students and how they might be feeling about returning 

to school. You will find below a complete guide to assisting and supporting our students to return back to 

school written by Sophie Lea, who holds numerous qualifications in Counselling.  

PREPARE 

 Discuss with your child their feelings about returning to school. Reassure them that it is ok to feel 

whatever they are feeling and that they can discuss any concerns with you, anytime they need to. 

 Ask them if they have any questions about returning to school and if they need you to do anything to 

make the process easier. 

REDUCE ANXIETY THROUGH ORGANISATION 

 Help your child re-organise their school supplies and make sure they have everything they need. 

 Have your child try on their school uniforms, making sure everything fits (we know they can grow 

quickly!) and clean, press and hang it up ready to go. 

 Help your child catch up on any work or skills that they are worried about, but balance this with 

reassuring them that their teachers will be there to help on their return. 

HYGIENE and SOCIAL DISTANCING 

 Go through and practise any specific hygiene and social distancing practices you or the school is 

requesting of your child before they return to school, so they are clear on what to do. This could be 

practising washing their hands whilst singing, where they are going to sit in class and what games 

will they play with their friends at lunchtime. 

REDUCE ANXIETY WITH YOUR ATTITUDE 

If you are positive, this will help your child be positive! 

 Get together as a family and reflect on all the positive and challenging things you have learned and 

done together in isolation. Discuss what you are looking forward to doing as isolation directives 

change. What are the things you will still do as a family that you didn’t do prior to isolating? 

 Ease off pressuring your child regarding their academic output on returning to school. Allow them 

time to get back into a learning routine. 

 Be compassionate and flexible regarding your child’s mood and attitude during their return to school. 

It may take some time for your child to adapt into their new school routine. 

ENCOURAGE RE-ESTABLISHING SOCIAL CONNECTION 

ENCOURAGE RE-ESTABLISHING SOCIAL CONNECTION 

 When able and safe to do so encourage a play date or social outing with a friend. 

 If you child has difficulty with social connection make contact with the school and ask for support 

and raise awareness with your child’s teacher about the concerns. 



 

6 
    

GENERAL HEALTH 

 Help you child/adolescent adjust back in to a good sleep routine. 

 Prepare healthy snacks and school lunches with your child. Get them involved in planning and 

making their school lunch menus, if this is something they enjoy. 

 Encourage keeping any physical exercise routines that were useful in home based isolation. 

MENTAL HEALTH 

 Help your child remember the aspects of school they enjoy. 

 Allow for relaxation and play at the end of each school day to assist your child to unwind and 

stabilise their mood. 

 If there are significant worries or behaviours that your child is displaying regarding returning to 

school make sure you assist them with how to manage these concerns. 

  You may need to enlist the support of the school or a mental health professional if your child is 

experiencing distressed behaviour, low mood, school refusal or their anxiety is increasing. 

(This article can also be found at: https://courageousconversationscounselling.com)  

 

Once again, I can be contacted via email at s.gerlach1@outlook.com for any parents who would like me to 

provide support to their child via a phone chat.  

Let’s continue to be safe and healthy – and we will see everyone back at school very soon! 

Sarah Gerlach 

School Chaplain   

 

https://courageousconversationscounselling.com/
mailto:s.gerlach1@outlook.com

