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Teaching and Learning 
Charter



This Charter aims to express the 
teaching and learning 
philosophies and practices that 
underpin exemplary achievement 
at Fountain Gate Primary School.

The Learning Environment:

An interesting, flexible, comfortable, progressive space that is 
owned by the students and provides choices of where and 
how to work. 



Student Mindset:

A mindset that is active in the learning 
process, takes risks and is not afraid to make 
mistakes and improve the next time. Our 
students will have strong self-belief, 
enabling them to appreciate that there are 
many wonders in the world to be grateful 
for. They will be determined, resilient, 
thoughtful and creative.

Classroom Culture: 
When entering our classrooms there is a sense of inclusion, 
support and engagement that encompasses all members. 
Ideas are valued and discussed, aiming for deep, creative 
thinking and meaningful connections. All class members will 
collaborate and learn from each other. There will be high 
expectations for everyone 
that will be achieved 
through experiencing the 
satisfaction of learning and
mastering important ideas
and skills. The classroom will 

sometimes be calm, 
sometimes exciting, but 
always a safe place to be 
yourself.



Learning Tasks: 

In any classroom there is a wide 
range of abilities, achievement and 
interests. Our learning program is 
designed to ensure that each child 
engages at their own level, with the 
support needed to move to the next 
level. Tasks may be teacher or 
student directed. Student interests 
and preferences are incorporated 
whenever possible. A great learning 
task links with students’ prior 
knowledge and is challenging yet 
achievable for all students. It 
integrates different key  learning areas 

to build increasingly complex and adaptable understandings 
and skills. Great learning tasks lead to great learners!

Student Interaction:
A child’s classmates create 
a small world where they 
learn and grow in each 
other’s company. They
experience the power of 
collaboration and learn how 
to give and  receive help.
Students at Fountain Gate 
Primary School motivate and 
encourage each other, build team work, give feedback and 
share responsibilities. Their interaction is both purposeful and fun.



Thinking:
Thinking is at the heart of learning. Our 

children are enabled to think for themselves 
and make decisions right from the 

beginning. They make connections 
between their own experiences, texts, 

media, art forms and the world. As they 
grow, these connections become 

increasingly complex and personal.  
Students learn how to represent their 

thoughts and use different tools to expand 
their ideas. They evaluate, problem solve, 

think critically and reflect. Our aim is to 
encourage open mindedness and an attitude of 

wonder, where questions are asked and thinking is shared. 



Teacher/Student Interaction:

Teachers and students at 
Fountain Gate Primary
School develop personal
connections with the aim
of influencing the child to 
be the best they can be in
their work, relationships 
and self-understanding. 
Interaction happens on a whole class, small group and individual 
basis. Major techniques include substantive discussion, strategic 
questioning, active listening, modelling, explaining, scaffolding, 
focus groups, conferencing, reflection and feedback. Teachers 
aim to personalise their interaction to suit the needs of the 
individual. 

Mastery:

A sense of mastery is an important driver 
of confidence and accomplishment. 
Key skills and understandings are 
mastered by having repeated  
opportunities to reinforce, reflect upon 
and refine learning. The child who is able 
to demonstrate strong, lasting learning 
has become an effective learner for life. 



Growing and Learning Together



Contact Us

Fountain Gate Primary School
7-21 Prospect Hill Road, Narre Warren

Phone: 9703 1187
Email: fountain.gate.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: http://www.fountaingateps.com

Tours by appointment


